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Keeper Who Leaves Bronx Park After
Twenty Years’ Service to Take Sim-
ilar Position in Buffalo Relates His
Thrilling Experiences With
Captive Creatures

By GAYNE T.
HEN » kangaroo needs a fos-
ter mother who will cure its

V'V colle? When a 800-pound

lligator has to be moved, who®will
Blindfold and wheslbarrow it to the
new quarters? When rattlesnakes
fire to be “milked,” who will collect the
polson forl scientific tests? ‘When
medical Institutions demand frogs, so
that students may watch life flow to
and fro, who will supply the croakers?
When the twenty-three-foot python
decides upon a new suit, who will help
it shed the old, Thess are a few of
the questions being asked in the Bronx
zZoological Park.

Charles Snyder, the man who for
twenty years has given comfort in
varlous forms to all manner of omp«
turad living things, has left the em-
ploy of the New York Zoologlenl So-
clety to bacomo director of the Buffalg
Zoo, in Delaware Park. Snyder In
probably the most experlenced animal |
mar In the eountry and his practical |
knowledge of reptiles places him in a |
class by himself. 1

Fdueation Work in Baufale.

While the animals do not realize
their loss the Park authorities, as well
as seclentific men, are In a quandry as

Lo hew his place wiil be filled. Snyder
left with the best wishes of all, for his |
going marks the beginning of a new |

' 8ra In the usefulness of the city goo.

The matter, vlewed from the Buffalo |

standpoint, &8 not without interest,
! The progressive up-State city is about |
| to be thrilled by an Intensive course In
Imtuwatudy which, among olher |
things, will tesch Buffaloians to love
|and honor snakes, The Buffalo Zoo |
Is under the administration of the
Commissioner of Parks and Publlo
| Bulldings, & condition that will give
f8Snyder an opportunity to make It @
| factor in the public school syetem,

Unleas plans sadly miscarry, the
policies which will be put in practice |
will develop important scientific nnd |
economic Tesults, Perhaps the mosi
spectacuiar of these and the ope that |
|'will have the greatemt sconomic value |
iy will be the exhibition of living snakes |
In grocery atore windows, In conjunc. |

'tion with rats and mice and propn- |
panda explaining the sdamage done |
and loss caused by rodents and the
value of the snake as n rodent de-
stroyer. Our rodent bill last year,
through loss by fire and destruction |

“T
bors call the artist George

MeoAvoy, who eight yoars ago bl |
himse?fr n shack on the dunes of JIn-
maice Bay. 1If the title applies to him
it must bo used in the jolly sense, for |
this  “hermit” really belongs to the
happy classa of Frisr Tuck, whom
Richard Cosur de Lion supped with In
‘Bherwood Forest, “Mack's shack"™ lsl
"the name given hls unique dwelling
by hix fellow artists, but the word also |
 conveys no truer impression than the
term hermit,

One day this overworked artist. il- |
lustrator and mural painter was found
un-onscious In his studio in Brookiyn
by hi=s daughter, and a physician, has- |
tily summoned, after getting him hatk |
to consclousness, advised him o at-

tenid to any worldly matters that
nesded attention, for he would have
very little more time to do it in,

*Muck's™ daughter would not accep

"
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of wheat, fruit trees and young do-
mestic animals and fowls, 10 say noth-
ing of the loss of animal and human
life caused by disease spread by ro-
dents, was conslderatly more than
thres-quarters of & billlon dollars,

Exelting Experienceos.

During his fiftesn years as a keeper
and fNive years as hend keeper of the
reptile and mammal department of
the Bronz Zoological Park, Bnyder haa
had some wsirange experionces which
liave never reached the pubiic oar.
Thelr recounting portrays the Inter-
esting character of a man that loves
dumb things with a deep, sympathetic
understanding, knowing thelr wayns
and unafraid to risk his life In their
behalf,

It is hard to .reconclle Bnayder's
youlthful appearance, boundless 'en-
ergy and enthualsam with the feot
that he is the father of two fighting
men and two daughtere. Before he
Joined the Park staff in 1880 he was
in ejectriclan. One can Imagine his
feclings when he was ordered, before
he had fairiy lefrned the paths in the
Park, to move five alligators,

"Live" wires and live 'gators hadn't
much in common, but as he had han-
dled one he determined to handle the
other. Old Mose, the king of the tank,
weighed 600 pounds and objected to
having his eyes and teeoth covered
with a burlap bag. Snyder says he
didn't act as If he enjoyved the ride
in the wheelbarrow, but the real agony
didn't come until he tried to tuke off
the bag.

When asked about his most exciting
wxperiences Snyder told of two thrill-

escape and recapture of a mountaln
llon, In the best regulated zoo things
will o~casionally escape. Charley was

the man who located the escaped lion, |

and he cornered the animal between
the side of a bullding and a wire fence.
He was within a few feet of the rnari.
Ing beast, unarmed, untll a lasso and
a blanket from over the fence rellevea
him.

Lat it be sald here, (0 the credit of
the New York Zoological Boclety, that
this lion, u hinek bear and an elephant
are the only anlmals that have es-
caped, and these In each case were
recaptured before the visitors in the
park woere aware of their escape.

Snyder's other exciting experier-e Ia
a snake story. He and Curator Dit-
mars were fraternizing with the big

nesome Animal
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CHARLES SNYDER
WITH FLID The PET

WALRUS
python, helping It shed its skin. Mis-
understanding thelf Intentions, it

broke from tham, threw off the bianket
and colled, tall awhirr, heand polsed
for a lunge. The park was closed,
most of the keopers had gone for the
night and light in the cage dim. Death
by constriction would have followed a
move by either man,

The blanket was out of peuch: the
light was falllng: dwep, long hissca
alternated with dartings the long,
forked tongue that iz so tive the
slightest vibration would have lurched
the head forward. Three' minutes
passed when a keeper discovered thelir
'per‘ll. He puwhed a blanket slowly
| and quiletly Into the cage and then,
from the outside, pounded on the glans

| ing Incidents, The first related to the | and attracted the reptile’'s attention.

| Bnyder grabbed the blankast and got it
| over the snake's big head. This snake
| has & mouth that opena ten inthes and
Is armed with teeth like butchers'
| hocka that have rasor-like sides, The
| reptile’s speed of movement and power
of constriction are tremendoum It
swallows a three-quarter grown pig
without difficulty.

But the keeping of the Zao I8 not all
tragedy, Alice, the elephant, became
| frightened one day when about to be
| welghed., Mistaking the Reptile House
for ber bullding, she ran Into it. After
A deal of coaxing Bnyder got her out,
only to have her run In again. Like
the famous Finoegan she went out and
| In again, this time through the side
| door, taking the screen door and the
| door jam with her. Out agiin she

TATNI N N A NN

VA

NN NN AN A NI NN N

WITH

He was more san-
guine about the artist's chance to re-
cover, but stromgly ndvised him to
hasten to the Adirondacks and in
clearer, purer air seek restoration to
health,

Of course, being a professional
palnter, t #lck man had oodles of
money, and to take a nurse and prl-
vate car and hie up to a magnificent
“eamp” In the mountalns Was easy.
Instead, he elected to mccept his land-
lady'n offer of a shack sh® owned on
the flatz midway between Richmond
Hii and Ozone Park; it wasn't work-
ing and the sick man was welcome to
it. There has been a lot written in
reeard to the commercial hard heart-
dnesy of landiadies. Thackeray ls the
solitary author who presents a differ-
ent pleture of them, and the Brooklyn
specimen bears out his pleture.

Off to the shack went Mack and for
& Ume he loafed in the alr and soli-

tude, dutifully and lovingly attended
by his daughter until héalth

tien mowly came back.” “they
were coming he grew to love Lhe
sllence, the salt alr, the strange sights
and sounds, and as the semsom drow
o a close and it became pefsonally
obligatory to pay renat or get out Mack
feit a disinclination to go' Back to
Brooklyn. .

In his wanderings over tha' dupes
he had noticed a deserted shack with-
but a door, with no panes in the win-
dows—a demoralized, dis ul ap-
paaring apology for a summer home.
Everybody to whom he talkell of hls
plan majd he wus crasy, but he carried
It out and bought the shagk.

If you had seen It then and if you
{ahould see It now rou would not
| recognize the shack ax the same place.
It ia a pleasant two gabled cottage
with dormer windows in the upper
story, a big broad projecting window,
a pleasant enclosed porch fit to dream

in—in a word, o most
home.

Who has wrought this transforma-
tlon? None other than George “Too
Much" McAvoy himself with his own
hands, From his wanderings on the
dunes he has piced up the dotsam nnd
Jetenm of the wsea; the boards of
wrecked ships, the floors of discarded
dredges, old iron, old asbestos Sy
what not. They say it you wait long
enough healde the shores of ocean
that hig thief will bring everything at
last to your feet.

With these bricks, stones, wreckage
of all sorts McAvoy patched and 2dded
untll the cottage, “Mack's Shack.” Is
one of the picturesque show places of
the vicinity, And all that we have
described Is merely the outside of the
cottage.

Inside the offering Is made of eight
rooms, cach one fitted up differently
but artlstically and attractively, The
artist, sick no longer but a real nature

enchanting
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Here are lines written In vers libre
fescriptive of Mack's shack:
It stands mldway

Betwean "zoms place” and here.
The spot is halfway land

And halfway sea

And halfway sun and cloud
And wind and rain.

You find the place by chance—
Not search,

A signpost there would spoll the view
And slur the wisdom of the men
Who live "next door” to life
And know the way to walk

By atars and not hy book !
Maeck's Hhaok !
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=wont and in agnin through the front
door, Snyder and the rest doing a ono-
step after her.

A councli of war resulted In her be-
ing shackled to the fence In the Rep-
tila Houne, whers she stuyed content-
edly untyl morning, 8he wos not
angry, but bady frightened. In the
morning, unwilling to lgave without
giving evidence of her viait, she spilled
the contents of some lizard and snake
cages on the floor and then went hap-
plly back to her run.

Flip, the Walrus.

One of the pleasantest memories
BEnyder takes away with him |s that of
Flip. Flip was an Atlantle walrus
that weighed 143 pounds upon arrival
and promptly won the distiuction of
being the most expensive animal to
fesd In the Park, his fare of boned
codfish and clams often costing more
than §7 a day.

A strong friendship developed
tween Flip., and Bnyder Thoe
played hhlr"ml-mr-'«-k and wreatled
The walrus could recognize Snyder's
volce nmong the nolse of 4 crowd. It
followed him dround like a dog., To
take his friend and go calllng on Park
executives was a favorite practice of
Bnyder's. The awkwird creature would
flop Its way upstalrs and climb to rest
in Charley's lap.

e~
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Helping the Huge
Skin and Finishing a Surgical Oper-
ation on a Cobra Are Samples
of Jobs That Await
the Next Man

Python Shed Its

Snyder and after all othor methods
had falled, caused the bear to move.
Enyder declares I"lip was the smartest
animal he ever met, Flip welghed
4560 pounds when he died and had
tusks three Inches long.

Among ths convenlences Bnyder de-
vised was n giash washing arrange-
ment that took most of the danger
out of cvleaning the glasses of the poi-

snake ong leaving the cages
dry and comfortabla for the occupants,
It wan Snyder also who found the
means for ridding the snakes of the
blnck mites that got under the abdom-
inal plates and into the eye pits, at-
tacked the tesuesa and killed the
enakes. After trying dosmena of reme-
dies, roach powder applied with a bel-
lows did the trick.

“Milking rattiesnakes, that is, open-
ing the mouth and squeeging the pol-
#on necreting glands and draining the
polson through the fangs into o receps-
tacle, was a part of 8nyder's Job, 1f
you know anybody who would like to
take up this work the Zoologleal Bo-
clety woukd ba grateful for the person's
name. There's another lttke job
awalting msome one. Not long ago
Charley removed part of the jaw bone
of the king cobwa. and it is belleved
the o ion will have to be performed
again. Bnyder has supplled thousanda
of frogn for sclentific research and this
in another duty that goes with the po-
sition,

Bnyder has proved himeelf & social
benefactor, ready to help a fellow being

| In distress. An express oomplny%llled

freight car fujl of coffina, live chickens,
general merchandise and some rattle-
snakes conslgned to Brooklyn. They
couldn't just locats the anakes and
asked advice, axplalning that a "mixed"
car is apt to ghift Its load, Charley
waent over to the Jersey freight yard,
got a broom and entered the oar, One
rattler was colled on a orate of
chickens, another on a cofMn. He had
to move eveny plece of freight In that
car to find the other two. Heo put
them in o strong box and the enginger
consented 10 move the car and hreak
up the acoumulatgd freight co tion,

8nyder, often confused with n
8nyder, who wan fame in the Centrul
Park Zoo, belleves animals are like
people, some of good and some of bad
disposition. He is sure all are con-
eclous of belng In captivily, He does
not belleve It more wicked to keep one
kind of animal in & cage than an-
other. Whether or not an animal or
replile is happy In captivity depends
on the individual. One lon will do
well and another will not. Bome ani-
mals will pine away, but the majority,
providing they are treated with gentle-
noas, will do well.

Another bit of wisdom long experi-
ence has taught Snyder is that the
most trusted animal I8 the one most
likely to turn on its keeper. Flipa
disposition was not Improving with
age, and a large Australlan monitor
(limard) that was a pet of Bnyder's
turned on him when he was earrying

it to an outdoor swamp.

Gangsters and

(Continued from Preceding Page.)

hangouts of tho gangs and gangsters
were the dlvpa‘ along the Bowery.
Among the oncs that were exception-
ally notable were those of Blly Me-
| lory and John H. McGurk. Thess

men that New York cver produced.
They kept dives of the lowest charac-
ter, places where knockout drops were
glven, where murder was done for al-
| most nothing, and where all the gangs
end gang leaders came to plot thelr
meannesg, Some indleation of thel
type can be gained from the fact that

Their Battles

clde Hall in 205 Bowery, where many
women killed themselves, This place
was the particular hangout of the
streat walkers that haunted the Bow-

lery in thoss days, and curiously
enough they usually selectad Me-
Gurk's as the place to die by polson,

two men were about the most wickedd It always has been rumored that for

| 2 eontideration MceGurk and lis bar-
| tenders would take the trouble off
thelr hands, and would put carbolic
acld or extra strong &nockout drops
into drinks ordered by women, who
wanted to kill themselves. Certaln It
is that more women committed sul-
elde in MecQuirk's Bulcide Hall than

On one ocoasion Flip was used as o | MeGlory was known for years as "1,l-|.,e|ln any other one pluce in New York.

decoy to get Bilver King, the polar
bsar, from one cage tu another, Mlip
recagnized the bear as his natural
enemy, but went into tho cage with

man, lives there the yoar round, and
%0 to provide resistance to the fierce
winter brecges, not to call them winds,
that swept across the flats, he haw
put & cavernous fireplace in almost |
eYEry room.

The bedrooms, of which taeres are
three, can ncoommodate an overflow
of guests because the bedas are literally
bunks se! into the walls. The dining |
room, which is the largest of the
rooms, Is a medieval picture, nll iis|

Hermit Painter Makes Fascinating Home Out of Jamaica

HE hermit painter” Is what this sombre view as final and called in
his few and distant nelgh- | another doctor.

ment. In the walls of the living room

| wickedest man in the world.”

| MeGurk was the more spectacular
{ of the two, and came into general io-
| toriety through his ownership of Sul-

Bay Shack

the base, adds character to the place.

| The Bowery's Past Shame.

" MceGurk came New York frow
| Boston, where he had landed when he
| emigrated from Ireland He opened
w saloon, with accompaniments of
tack rooms und women and criminals,
at Eleabeth und Houston sirects In
| 1888, That was In the days when the
l\'lc'o of the Bowery and ita environs
| was open and brazen, and when that

ia

he has drawn a knight In armor and | Gods and goddesses abound and the | neire gection of the city was ruled

colored It to" Hfelikeness, which he | Buddha Is not infrequently soen in bis | 1 the gangster and the

meticulously assists by hanging on the

accustomed fat complacence. These

crooked pol-
| itlelans, Nelghboring dives of the dayv,

knight's head a medinval bonnet :mr]lntnmeu are the work of the painter, {al: within @ stone's throw of McGurk's

| hanging near his head a medieval lan-

tern. A bust of Allghler! Is on a ahelf
over the fire and candlesticks of odd
materials and shapes are everywhere
The latter were made by McAvoy vut
of any ¢hance material, Great chalns,
perhaps the chains that once wound

{who reveals in them gquality of the
i‘h'lllj'tl"r too,

| In wach of these schemes of decora-
tion the useful and necessary things
| that are sometimes out of keeping with
| surroundings are not to be seen at all
The designer and bullder has devised

ornaments and articles of use being of | round & capstan, bhang from a thick | hiding places for them

that style, These were made by |
“Mack." He designed and bullt thei
furaiture of the entire houme, and it |
Is quite wonderful how ingenlously he |
has made beauty and usefulness com-
bine. !

In living room, as in dining n-nm.ilmueu»s of Ramescs and other straleht | found its whereabouts.

the “plece” s, as It should be,

the
mantel, whiche givea each |ts |

note,

fron bar on either slde of the fireplace.

A Tascinating room draws its inspl-
ration from old Egypt, all in it belng
fashioned massively and In the heavy

lines pecullar to that style of archi- | pot early to be n Mecca for hls friend |

tecture and decoration. Here the sil-

nosed kings remembered (rom thelr
mummies seen (n the Britlsh Museum

| These were made by the artist out of [ are cut deep into the concrete wall and

mud gathered on the flats (there Is
always plenty of it) mixed with ce-

bhands of color cunningly applied as the
Egyptans used color, the heaviest at

Health, large, buoyant and to spare,
2 now the artist’'s happy portion, and
with it has returned equally large and
| full ambition, Naturally Mack's shack

| artists and naturally also Cupid soon
There have
peen seven weddings which grew out
of week end partles In Mack's shack,
and as many engagement breakfasts
and wodding suppers. The latchsiring
is still out to the little god, too
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' place, included Billy MeGlory's Av-

mory Hal; Harry Hill's place on
Houston #street: Frank Stevenson's -+
dive; the Amevican Mibllle on Blegcker
Street, and a dive owned by Owney
Geoghegan.

MeGurk sucoessively opened “The
Mug'" at 267 Bowery, u “schooner
house." where the walters put Knock-
out drops into drinks ordered by cus-
| tomers and then frisked the custom-
! ern of the proceeds of their robberios,

and the Sallors’ Bnug Harbor, which
wns mhde e0 snug for sailors that
many of them were Killed there and

virtually all of them robbed,
place MceGurk kept many
help him rob the sailors

In this
women  Lw
and to help

the sallors spend thelr money over
MceGurk's bor. Later he opened the
Merrimac, and in 1802 mtarted the

place that became known as “Buiclde
Hall” It ran for ten years, with an
appalling list of sulcides and murders,
and wine closed in 1802 by the police.
MoeGurk died in 1913

MeGlory was variously known also
o MoCHuck, MceGlink and MeGory -
the last Is sald to have been hia real
name—and hils dives were on the same
order as those run by McGurk. Thoy
were birds of a feather and Hd prac-

teally the same business throughout
their caroers MoeGlory s heelers and
gang fighters ncluded such men an
Carey Welsh, who afterward ran "The
Hole in the Wall" in Twelfth strect,
and “"Handshaker” Andy Kelley, who
| ran & dive In Blstcker stroot after the
| police closed Metlory's dive M.
| GHory's first veénture was o won at
| 103 Bowery, thoe haunt of such gang
! sters as “Hrooklyn Jimmy Burke.
| "Pretty George” Perry. Pai English
| and Corkey O'Helen
| MoeGlory sold this place eventusally
il nlterwurd It became ons of the
Owney Geoghegan dives Then Me-
Glory opened Armory Hall, his most
disreputable dive, and ran that place
until he was closed by the police about
1860 Two years later he opened a
Phice at Fourteenth street and Irving
plape, but got into trouble with the
police by teating o woman., Finally
he drifted up Into The Bronx and
opened a saloon, but that was clased

also when he kept open after houra
Then ha became a sort of an evange-
st and dellvered germons on sin at
the Bowery Misslon and other places
He conld nlways got a hearing becanse
there was no doubt that he knew what
he was talking ahout

{(To be contimued in next Bunday's Brs.)

The- _H eav.i_e st Load

T s reported that the Penn

I sylvania Rallroand not long ago
carried the largest raldway car-
load in combined welght und ‘I.gn over
moaved by rall It was the 8000
kilowatt generator of steam  tur-
bine power unit which welghed &€
tons, and which when in place on the

cAr stood 16 feet T4 inches above the
rallw

It was shipped from Greenville
New Jersey, to Joplin, Missourl, on &
]r.nw flat cur bull! W carry a load
uf 70 wns In order A6 awvald low
Lridges and other olstacles, 1* wag
neceasary (o send the car by a ¢lre
cuitous roule,

[}

the Park ons day, saying It Had &
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